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Hon. W. C. ANGWIN: Perhaps you have
agreed to it at o joint party meeting.

The Minister for Agriculture: I will take
the responsibility for it.

Mr. Marghall: But you have to do what
the executive tells you.

Hon. W. C. ANGWIN: This is of import-
ance to the so-called representatives of farm-
ing distriets, Therefore I hope the Premier
will defer it till to-morrow, for to press the
motion now is to take an unfair advantage
of his Country Party supporters, of whom so
few are left in the House.

The Premier: Your last train has gone.

‘Question put and passed.

GOV]-AR\I'\TENT BUSINESS, PRE-
CEDENCE.

On motion by the Premier, ordered:

That on Tuesdays and Thursdays Gov-
ervment business shall tuke precedence of
all motions and Orders of the Day.

COMMITTEES FOR THE SESSION.

On motion by the Premier, sessional com-
mittees were appointed as follows:—

Library: Mr. Speaker, Mr, Collier, and Mvr.
My, J. MacCallum-Smith.

Standing Orders: Mr, Speaker, the Chair-
man of Committees, Mr, Durack, Mr. Money,
and Hon. T. Walker.

House : Mr. Speaker, Mr. Harrison, Mr,
Mullany, Mr. O'Logklen, and Mr. Teesdale.

Printing: Mr. Speaker, Mr. @’ Laghlen, and
My, J. MacCallum-Smith.

House adjourned at 12.5 am.
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The PRESIDENT toock the Chair at 4.30
p-m., and read prayers.

QUESTION—SCHOOL SITE, BIBRA.

Hon. G. POTTER asked the Minister for
Education: 1, Have the Government received
as a gift, three acres of land situated at the
junction of Warwick road and North Lake
road in the Bibra and North Lake district?
2, What conditions, if any, governed the gift?
3, When will the Government comply with the
conditions?

The MINISTER FOR EDUCATION re-
plied: 1, Yes, 2, The condition was that a
school should be erceted within twelve months,
dating from 31st August, 1922, 3, The work
will be carried out as soon as possible.

QUESTION-—IRWIN COALFIELD.

Hon, T. MOORE asked the Minister for
Edueation: In view of the favourable indi-
cations discovered by the Government boring
party on the Irwin coalfield some months ago,
do the Government intend to proceed further
with boring operations there?

The MINISTER FOR EDUCATION re-
plied: When horing was discontinued it was
decided that, should the Government again
assist in this direction, it would only be on
the distinet understanding that the owners of
the land on which the bores were put dowm
would agree to repay the whole of the ex-
penditure incurred in regard to such bores
should the coal seams be worked; thia for the
reason that the titles to the land did not
contain a reservation of coal to the Crownm,
and therefore it is the property of the free-
holder. Consequently Government expendi-
ture with snch a stipulation would mean that
the Government was proving the value of the
coal measures owned by land owmers. This
decision was intimated to the parties con-
cerned, but so far ne consent has been forth-
coming.

QUESTION—YUNA-MULLEWA RAIL-
WAY EXTENSION,

Hon., T. MOORE asked the Miniater for
Education: 1, Have the Government decided
to send the Railway Advisory Board to in-
spect the land along the route of the proposed
Yuna-Mullewa railway extensiont 2, If so,
whent

The MINISTER FOR EDUCATION re-
plied: 1, Yes. 2, As soon as possible,

COMMITTEES FOR THE SESSION,

On motion by the Minister for Education
sessional committees were appointed as fol-
lows:—

Standing Orders—The President, the Min-
ister for Education, the Chairman of Com.
mittees, Hons. J. Nicholson and A. Lovekin.

Library—The President, Hons. A. J. H.
Saw and H. Stewart.
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Printing.—The President, Hons. 4. Love-
kin and T. Moore.

House Committee~—The Preeident, Hone.
J. W. Kirwan, J. Cornell, J. W, Hickey, and
G. Poiter,

BILL—SUPPLY (No. 1), £1,790,600.
All Stages.

Received from the Assembly and read a
first time.

Standing Orders Suspension,

The MINISTER FOR EDUCATION
(Hon. J. Ewing—South-West) [4.40]: In
accordance with notice given, I move—

That so much of the Standing Orders be
suspended ag is necessary io cnable a Sup-
ply Bill teo be received from the Legislative

Asgembly, and to be passed through all its

stages at one sitling.

Question put and passed.

Second Reading.

The MINISTER FOR EDUCATION
(Hon. J. Ewing—South-West) [4.41] in
moving the second reading said: I
think I am correet in stating that

three Supply Bills were presented to this
House during jast session, these being neeces-
sary on account of the Estimates of revenue
and expenditure not having been agreed to
by another place until somewhat late in the
session. This Supply Bill, amounting to
£1,790,600, provides for the following appro-
pnations: from Consolidated Revenue £799,-
000, from Gencral Loan Fund £668,000, from
Government Property Sales Fund £18,600,
from Land Improvement Loan Fuad £5000,
and Treasurer's advance £300,000. It is not
my intention this afternocon to speak at any
great lemgth, because I shall have an oppor-
tunity on the Address-in-reply to go thor-
oughly and eclearly into the financial position
of the State and plaec it before members in
a way that T hope will be satisfactory.

Hon, C. F. Baxter: You are taking on a
big contract.

The MINISTER FOR EDUCATIQON: The
anount asked for is based on the expenditure
of Jast year for a similar period, and repre-
sents Supply for two months only, the months
of July and August. Tt is necessary to ask
for this Supply, beeause the Estimates of
revenue and expenditure have not vet been
presented to another place. Last year the
Estimates were presented to another place
very much earlier than had been the case in
previous years., and I anticipate that owing
to the forward state in which the Treasurer
has the aceounts this year, he will be able to
ietroduee his Kstimates earlier than ever be-
fore in the history of the State. Of course,
he eannot prosent his Estimates until the de-
bate on the Address-in-reply has been con-
eluled, but T confidently believe that almost

immediately after the Address-in-reply has
been disposed of, he will present hig Esti-
mates to another place. The consideration of
the Estimates hy another place occupies o
eongiderable time, and it has beén onr unfor-
tunate experience, so long as I have been a
member of this House, for the Appropriation
Bitl, whirh gives members of this House an
opportunity to thoroughly discuss the finan-
ces of the State, to be <delayed te an extont
which has becn regrettable. On this oecasion
L bLelieve that members in another place arc
so earnestly desirous of expediting their part
o the work that T shall have an opportunity
to introduce the Appropriation Bill here mueh
earlier than has hithertoe been the case, If
my expectation is not realised, it will not be
wy fault. T would be prepared to move the
Appropriation Bill in this Chamber within a
month in the hope of our being able to go
into recesg carlier than usual. We, however,
arg entirely in the hands of another place,
but I believe the Gloveronment wil} be able to
manage the business in such a way that the
Appropriation Bill will reach us compara-
tively carly and that there will be no cause
for criticism on this score. The financial
position of Western Australia is well known
to members. The Treasurer estimated that at
the end of the financial year 1922.23 there
would be a deficit of £389,609. That estimate
was not realised. The actual amount of the
deficit for the year was £405,35], an under-
estimate of £15,742. Notwithstanding what I
shall say in a few moments, the Treasurer
ecrtainly made a very close estimate to get
within £15,712 of the actual figures, But
when the Treasurer was getting his 1oati-
mates together, he fully relied on an amount
of £116,000 from license fees. As hon. mem-
kers know, the result of last scssion’s licens-
ing legislation was such as to reduce the
amount received from fees to £54,654, show-
ing the very vonsiderable shortage of £61,346.
This was rather a blow to the Treasurer.
Again, the Hospitals Bill did not materialise,
which meant an additional expenditure for
medical servizes of £53,000 above the esti-
mate.

Hon. H. Stewart: That was because the
Treasurer did not stand to his guns.

The MINTSTER FOR EDUCATION: The
amonpt of revenue reecived by the Treasurer
was, in econsequence of these two facts, re-
duced by £114,346. Had the Treasurer re-
ceived that amount the deficit for the last fin-
aneial year would have been, not £389,608, but
probably abont €289,000, or £100,000 less.
Hon. members can see quite clearly what a
marked effect the amendment of the two Bills
in guestion hal upon the finangial affairs of
this State. As representative of a Govern-
ment seized with the seriousness of the finan-
cial position not only of Western Australia,
hut of countrics all over the world, I think
it ean be truthfully stated that the position
of this community has vastly improved, and
that the Treasurer and the Government gen-
crally are to be congratulated upon that im-
provement. .Just this meming I observed the
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results for the month of July. Seeing that the
financial year really does not end until the
10th July, there is usually a huge deficit for
that month, There is a defieit for July this
year, but it is not so serions as in the past.
The expenditure for July, 1923, was £479,333,
and the revenwe £298,183, showing a deficit
for the month of £151,150, The deficit for
July of 1922 was £211,381; so that we are
better  off to «the  extent of  over
£30,000, That is 2 gratifying position,
indicating that improvement in the financial
position of the State is progressing satis-
factorily. 1 do not know whether it ap-
peals  to hon. members in  that way,
but that is how it appeals to me; and as
representative of the Government in  this
House, T am glad to sec that the position is
being maintained, and hope that at the end
of the present financial year we shall see a
congiderable additional improvement. The
fact that the revenue for July has improved
to the extent of £29,000 must be pleasing
to hon. members, as showing the vitality of
the State.

Hon. TI. Stewart: The loan expenditure is
reflected,

The MINISTER FOR EDUCATION : I
will deal with the loan expenditure in a few
moments. Hon. members will realise that I
am somewhat new to this pesition, the present
being the first occasion on which I have had
to speak on the finanees of the Siate as
representative of the Government. The rev-
enve has been only £52,850 short of what was
anticipated, and that deficieney is more than
counter-balanced by the shortage of licensing
receipts. The loss of revenue consequent on
the amendment of the Licemsing Act Amend-
ment Bill as introduced amounted to £61,346.
The .expenditure for the last finaneial year
was £37,108 less than the estimate. That
fact is, in my opinion, something to con-
gratulate the Government npon. They arc
taking the greatest carc of the finances of
the State, and are economising wherever pos-
sible; and the result is that during the last
12 months there has been a reduction of ex-
penditure satisfactory to Jlinisters and, I
venture to say, satisfactory to the people of
the State. Whereas in 192122 we had a
deficit of £732,185, for the last finaneial year
we had a deficit of £405,351, showing an
improvement of £326,784. It has heen said
in this House and elsewhere that Western
Australia is spending so many thousand
pounds per day and is fast going to bank.
ruptey. Well, we are not spending so much
per day as previously.

Hon. J. Duffell: You are not speading
much less at ' Wyndham.

The MINISTER FOR EDUCATION : I
am quite prepared to meet eriticisms when
they come in an individual foerm here, but for
the moment I shall not digeuss the Wyndham
Meat Works or any other special works, be-
cause my knowledge of hon. members satisfies
me that I shall have another opportunity of
doing s¢. I would emphasise the faet that
the consideration of hon. members is duc to
the Government for having made a decided
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and earnest effort to relieve the finanees,
although nut curtailing expenditure on
developmental works and eontinving to pay
interest,  The revenue for the past year
having increased by £209,821, and the ex-
penditure having deerensed by £34,242, there
has been a total improvement of £244,063. It
is very cheering to me on this, my initial
introduction of a finanecial proposal te this
Hovse, to be in a better position than my
Jredecessor has been for many years, and to
be able to tetl hon. members, and through
them the publie, that the financial position is
improving as evidenced Dby the figures which
T have quoted and shall quote. Public utili-
tica have for years been very unsatisfactory.
Our railways have lost enormous amounts of
money, and vast sums have been lost by other
utilities. Again, it i8 very pleasant to he
ahle to inform hon. members that the position
regarding publie utilities has improved to
the extent of £237,76l. Every member of
this House will say that that is satisfactory.

Hon. J. W, Hickey: There is still a chance
for the State,

The MINISTER ¥FOR EDUCATION : I
think the hon. member will agree that the
figures I am quoting this afternoon are satis-
fuctory to the people of Western Australia.
I do not know what the improvement was
last year, but I do not think there was any-
thing like this. .

Hon. J. Nicholsen: The improvement is in
the railways, T take it?

The MINISTER ¥OR EDUCATION: It
is in the railways, the tramways; and other
public utilities, Before I resume my seat I
shall refer further to the railways, because
they are a great and important factor in the
carrying ot of the affairs of this State. The
amount of the improvement to which L have
referred, £237,671, is made up of inereased
revenne £106,856, and decreased expenditure
£130,905. The improvement is very largely
in the Railway Department, as Mr. Nicholson
has suggested. I ask, is not the improvement
gratifying to the people of Western Austra-
1in? There has heen as much work done as
before, and for a decreased expenditure.

Hon, T. A, Greig: Does not that mean mal-
adwministration in the past?

The MINISTER FOR EDUCATION : I
do not know about maladministration. The
Premier has been deing his utmost for the
past three or four years to straighten out the
finances of Western Australia. I am in a
position to-day to assere hon, members that
they may rest satisfied that there has been no
undue eutting down of expenditure, but that
all work of a developmental character, all
work of a character necessary for the ad-
vancement of the State, is being provided for
by the Premier in his position as Treasurer.
I am glad to be able to say these things, I
take no eredit for them to myself, seeing that
I am only a fledgling in the Ministry. I
say that all this has been accomplished by
those who were in office last vear. It iz a
pleasing thing for me te be able to say that
if I were sitting in my old position on the

floor_of this Chamber, T should use practically
———— ——— it St o |

EURPTY
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the same expressions as I have uttered now in
my position of representative of the Govern-
ment. In respect of trading concerns, there
has been a falling off in receipts of £16,202,
Hon. members know my attitude towards the
trading concerns. However, I am not going to
speak on that subject this afterncon. Hon.
members may want to know why [ am in Min-
isterial position since I have so consistently
oppesed the trading concerns. I hope that
when the time comes I shall be able to
give a satisfactory cxplanation. The only
trading concern over which I, as a Minister,
have any jurisdiction, is the Wyndham Meat
Works. I am informed that there is among
experts a very high appreciation of the
methods employed at those works. Although
as a private member I erificised the works, 1
feel that perbaps I went rather far in my
criticiem of the management. T am now
satisfied that the manager is steadfastly look-
ing after the interests of Western Australia
and doing what he can with a trading con-
cern which is of a very unsatisfactory nature.

Hon. C. F. Baxter: Then I did not sclect
the wrong man affer all?

The MIXISTER FOR EDUCATION: If
the hon. member selected Mr. MceGhie asg
manager, I congratulate the hon. member.

Hon. C. F. Baxter: It has becn a long time
coming.

The MINISTER FOR EDUCATION: It
may have been. Private membcers sometimes
say things for which they have not full war-
rant, and in consequence their eriticism is not
always fair. It is not possible for any pri-
vate member to get to the bottom of this
trading concern.

Hon. J. W. Hickey:
isters.

The MINISTER FOR EDUCATION: The
hon. member would make a very satisfactory
one, I am sure. Yesterday, in answer to Mr.
Lovekin’s question, the position in respect of
the Wyndham Mcat Works was placed clearly
before hon. members. This year T hope the
position will be even better than it has been.
Loan expenditure last year amounted to £3,-
687,007, Some may think that a large sum
for Western Australia, but I ‘de not agree
with them. I hold that so long as the money
is wisely spent, the position is perfectly satis-
factory. The loan moneys spent last year will
serve to enhance the State’s productivity and
its prosperity. No less than 69 per cent. of
the money expended was deveted to mining
and agriculture. In all, £2,368,428 of Loan
Fund was spent on the Aevelopinent of agri-
culture. A few vears ago less than half the
sum would have been o spenrt. A fair pro-
portion of the money, of course, was devoted
to soldier settlement, to opening up the coun-
try and to various settlemaat schemes It is a
safe investment, for the money will all come
hack, bringing with it enhanced prosperity.

Hon. J. XNicholson: 3Why, then, do the
Country Party seek to opposc the XNational
Party?

The MINISTER FOR EDUCATION: 1
think they are a very happy family alto-

Appoint us all Min-

gether. The Country Party have no desire
to impede the progress of the country, and 1
feel sure they are we!ll satisfied with the Gov-
ernment, At least, T hope so. From Loan
Funds £64,228 was spent on mining. - Mr.
Ardagh yesterday eriticised the Government
on the expenditure on the goldfields. T am
satisfied that the Government are going to
look well after the mining industry.

Hon. .J. W. Hiekey: That will be a change.

The MIXISTER FOR EDUCATION: N
During this session something of a valuable
nature will be forthcoming to assist mining.
The Premier recognises that we owe the hirth
of the State to the gold mining industry.

Hon. .J. W, Hickey: When did he get that
ingpiration?

The MINISTER FOR FDUCATION: 1
think he has had it always. He is endeavour-
ing to find some way out of the dificulty.
Coudlitions have changed, and it is not easy
for gold mining companies to work at a pro-
fit, the co¥t of all necessities and of wages
having risen, while the value of the gold re-
mains practieally the same. The Government
are up against a diffieult proposition but, as
T say, something satisfactory to the gold-
ficlds will he forthcoming this session.

Hon. H. Stewart: A statement without
prejudice!
The MINISTER FOR EDUCATIOXN :

T am not going to make a statement of an
official character unless I have the authority
of the Premier to do so. I am expressing the
hope that it will be possible for the Govern-
ment to s0 conduct the affairs of the State
as to save certain moneys—gold mining mem-
bers will know exactly what I mean-—and
that in consequence it may be possible to do
something definite for the industry.

Hon, J. W, Kirwan: The mining industry
was practically ignored in the Governor’s
Speech.

The MINISTER FOR EDUCATION :
It does not follow that becanse mining is not
mentioned in the Speech it is ignored. If it
is ignored in the Speeech, it is in no way
ignored hy the Government. The Government
are making full inquiries——

Hon. J. W, Hickey: To he continued in
our mext.

The MINISTER FOR EDUCATION: XNo,
to be continued becanse we know it is in the
interests of the State that the industry should
he fostered. The diffieulty is that there are
low grade propositions, and that the higher
grade ore has to be used to sweeten the low
prade metal, instead of being held in reserve.
We are trying to find a way by which the low
grade propositions may he worked to advant-
auge.

g‘Hon. C. ¥, Baxter: The mining industry
would not have heen ignored had Mr. Cole-
bateh written the Speech, as usnal,

The MINISTER FOR TEDUCATIOX :
T do not knew ihat Mr. Colebatch ever wrote
the Governor’s Speech.

Hon. J. W. Hickey:
flops.

The MINISTER FOR EDUCATION: Not
unless Cabinet secrets leak out, and I am sure

Then everybody else
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they do not. No one here knows officially that
Mr. Colebateh wrote the Governor’s Speech,
Of course, we all know how competent he was.

Hon, A. J. H. Saw: None conld have done
it hetter.

The MINISTER FOR EDUCATION: I
agrec with that. I shall have an oppor-
tunity, on the Address-in-reply, to pay a
tribute to my predecessor in office.

Hon. A. Lovekin: We can see by this
Speceh that Mr. Colebateh is na longer here,

The MINISTER FOR EDUCATION: 1
think the Specch is a very clear statement
of fact, easily understood. Mr. Kirwan says
the gold mining industry has been ignored
in the Speeeh. T say it has not been ignored
in a way te prejudice the industry; because
the Government are poing to look after the
development of that industry, and are deter-
mined to do what is right. From loan moneys
Tramways, Electricity and Railways bave
henefited to the extent of £652,506. Hon.
members have noticed an improvement in
Public Utilities. That improvement is re-
flected in these departments, particularly in
the Railways. Tt is a clear index of the
prosperity of Western Australia. If there is
plenty of produce to go forward and of wer-
chandise to go out, the Railways are busy.
They could rot improve their position unless
there was business doing. For many years
past the tramways have been losing money.
In 1921 the loss amounted to £9,334, In
1922 there was a marked improvement, when
a profit of £3,835 was shown.

Hon., J. Duffell: Ts that net? *

The MINISTER FOR EDUCATION: Yes.

Hon. . Cornell: That was effected by
charging double fares on Sundays.

The MINISTER FOR EDUCATION: In
1923 the profit amounted to £8,342. For the
period with which I am dealing the improve-
ment  represents £17,676. Tf that is not
satisfactory, I do not know what is.

Hon. J. Nicholson: What return on the
capital invested does it representt

The MINISTER FOR EDUCATION: I
have not gone into that. T am only seeking
to show that the management has been such
as to bring about these spendid results.
When speaking on the Address-in-reply 1
shall have the figures in Qetail, and will en-
deavour to answer all questions. As a private
member I criticised the Electricity Depart-
ment and moved motions with a view to hav-
ing certain things donc. Perhaps I was not
fully justified in all that I said. Just the
same, I still think those things should be
done, and I hope the Govermipent will realise
it in the near future. I ecriticised the man-
agement of the Electrieity Department, al-
though not to any great extent. The manager
and the Minister are now doing what T asked
the House to allow them to do, namely, make
inquiries. We should have regard te what
may happen in two or three years’ time, If
we can then do that we ean put forth our en-
deavours to mect the position, There ard
not many who are gifted with such a sense.
Tt has been realised, however, that it is necea-
sary to make inquiries into this important

question. Probably something in the nature
T have advocated may subsequently be brought
about.

Hen, J. Cornell: Tt i3 a case of coming to
curse and remaining to pray.

The MINISTER FOR EDUCATION: The
loss on electricity in 1921 was £9,560. In
1922 the loss was only £562, making an im-
provement of roughly £9,000 in that period.
Tn 1923 the profit was £2,871 after the pay-
ment of interest, and antiquation charges,
making an  improvement of £12431 over
the years 1 have mentioned. This s &
tribute to those who are managing the
electricity department.  The Dblessing of
leat and light. is being extended all over
the metropolitan area right into the hills.
I hope in the near future those who
are living in the country, those who are
desirous of making their farming operations
cheaper, will have the same blessings as peo-
ple are mow cnjoying in the metropolitan
area. That is what T am aiming at. It may
be aiming rather high for the present, but I
think the time will come when this will be
brought about. So surc as I am addressing
this Hownse to-day, the time is not far distant
when the Dblessing of electricity will be
spread throughout the length and breadth of
the country to the advantage of the people
of the State.

Hon. J, Cornell: Have the Government given
any consideration to obtaining the views of
8ir John Monash on the scheme in general?

The MINISTER FOR EDUCATION: I
do not know. I realise that his opinion
would be valuable, and speaking as an indi-
vidual T should be pleased if he could be
ealled in to consnlt with our present manage-
ment. No doubt something wvaluable would
be evolved from such a discossion. Ounr pres-
ent manager, Mr. Taylor is, of ¢ourse, a thor-
oughly competent man,

Hon, 7. Cornell: The other is a big man.

The MINTSTER FOR EDUCATION: The
railway system has been severcly criticised.
A Royal Commission was appointed, and I
think the result of the inquiry has been bene-
ficial to Western Australin. It is evidence
of the pood that comes of full inquiries of
this nature. The investigation was conducted
in no way to the Jisadvantage of those in
control of the system, but the position bas
been materially improved by the report of
the Royal Commissioner. In 1920-21 the
surplus of earnings over working expenses
was £208,028. The surplus of earnings over
working expenses in 1921-22 was £499,013, In
1922-23 the surplus of earnings over working
expenses was £705,637. This shows an im-
provement in the last financial year over the
first period I have mentioned of £407.608 and
over the year 1921-22 of £206,624. Members
will thus be satisfied that something has been
done in the railways for the position to have
improved to this extent. Tt is interesting to
look at the loss on the railways for the last
three years. TIn 1921 the loss was £418,370;
in 1922 the loss was £257,724, showing a con-
siderable improvement over the former year
and that the good work was going on all the
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time. In 1923 the loss was £62,607. That
is not a bad record. In faect it is a vast im-
provement. Members may say that the rates
are itoo high, and so forth. We cannol have
the reduction in rates and freights until the
position warrants it. The railways after
paying  interest and working expenses
showed a net loss in the last financial year
of £62,607. T remember, when I was in
another place vears ago, 1 wag pleased to
quote a profit on the railways of £130,000.
Since then we have had troubles and tribula.
tions and have thus reached the position we
are Now in.

Hon. J. Duffell: What about maintenance
and rolling stock?

The MINISTER FOR EDUCATION:
These eontingencies have heen provided for
ont of the sums I have mentioned. As T
have already said therc has also been a cer-
tain amount of loan cxpenditure on the rail-
ways. During this year, unfortunately for
the serviee, there were same sericus floods in
the Great Southern districts, These floods
cost the Railway Department a considerable
sum of maonev.

Hon. H. Stewart: Was that money debited
up to last year?

The MINISTER FOR EDUCATION : It
was expenditure whichk would not have been
incurred but for the floods, and has affected
the Bnancial results to a certain extent, seeing
that it was not forescen by the department.

Hon. J. A. Greig: The expenditure was not
met until July.

The MINISTER FOR EDUCATION: It
is all paid for. It has been met out of the
figures I have given. The interest bill for

the departiment has heen increased during ’

1922-23 by a sum of £11,507. All things con-
sidered, members will be satisfed that the
activities of the Btate have very considerably
jmproved for such an cxcellent result to have
been brought about. The revenue hag im-
proved and the expenditure has been de-
creased, leaving a ioss of not more than
£130,000. The whole position reflects the
greatest eredit upon the Railway Commis-
sioner, his staff, and the employces. It is no
use the Commissioner or his staff working well
and endeavouring to improve the position of
our State if the employees do not also assist.
The emplovees have assisted and have loyally
stood by the Commissioner and hiz staff.
Things have had to be done which perhaps
did not please them, but in the interests of
the State they have been loyal to their posi-
tions and have done good work.

Hon. H. Stewart: What about some appre-
ciaFlon for the customers of the railways who
are responsible for a preat deal of this re-
sult?

The MINISTER FOR EDUCATION : I
might bhave included them. Xo doubt the
activities of the State arc shown through the
railway service. Our prosperity generally
and the development of our industries have
made a very forward movement. The ex-
penditure has also been reduced and we have
reached a more happy position than we have
seen for many years. In looking through the

debates on the Supply Bills, I have been im-
pressed by the fact that when the Leader of
the House has brought down such a Bill and
suid wulhing sbout il, the delmbe hay been
of considerable length. Mr. Holmes, for in-
stance, hag freely criticised the position and
other members have done the same. When,
however, the Leader of the House has made
a statement which was considered to have
cleared up a number of doubts in the minda
of members, they have been satisfied and the
debate has been not nearly so long,

Hon. J. Cornell : Mr. Colebateh was a
seasoned warrier,

The MINISTER FOR EDUCATIOXN : I
fdo not mean to sugrest that because of my
few remarks members should not criticise the
position for themseclves. I shall be only too
pleased If members will say all they have to
say, anil enable me to find out what is to he
found out, I may he ignorant of many ques-
tions which are familiar to members, It hag
been a pleasure te .ne 1o make these few re-
marks in the hope that I may have interested
the House. I may have neglected to speak
upon certain matters which arve of vital im-
portance to mewmbers, but if those snbjects
are mentioned on the Address-in-reply I shall
give my earnest consideration to them and
endeavonr in my reply to enlizhten the House
as far ag it is possible to do. I move—

That the Bill be now read a second time.

Hon, H. SEDDON (North-East) [5.27]:
I have a few snggestions to make in dealing
with future Supply Bills. We may consider
curgelves in the light of directors of a com-
piny or business. We have before us eertain
demands for money with which to carry on
the hunsiness of State. [t would be an ad-
vantage if we could have placed hefore us on
the Estimates a scries of comparative statis-
ties, somewhat on the lines of the figures that
have been placed before us in connection
with the railways., We would then have some
idea of the way in which our business was
heing conductzd fremn year to year, more par-
ticularly in regard to the efficiency of the
departments. This sort of thing would be
vitally neecessary in the earrying on of any
commercial business. There have been certain
eritivisms of departments, No doubt these
have heen justifiel more or less. One has
hearl of cases of departmental heads who
have inereased their staff in order to improve
their own classifications to a degree higher
than would otherwise have been the case. In
the circumstances a certain amount of infor-
mation concerning those (epartments would
be very useful, and would show whether any
undue inflation was taking place. We conld
slso by this means determinc whether the
work in any departinent was increasing out
of all proportion to the staff engaged, and so
meet the difficulties there in due time. The
relative production per head in the State has
been worked cut for the years 1914 to 1922,
In 1914 the production per head was £47.8
anl in 1922 jt was £66.9. The highest year
was 1019, when the production per head was



58 [COUNCLL,|

£69.2, These figures are imteresting. They
imply that we have made considerable pro-
gress. They are supported by the statements
concerning our railway earpings, which go
far to confirm these figures. The railways
are rceognised as being one of the safest
criterions by which to judge as to the pro-
gress of the country., 'Wher we correct the
preduction figures by taking as a basis the
yoar 1911 and compare relative productive
activity, we get different figores. When
prices are inflated, it is not safe to compare
that particular year with any other year in
which the prices were Iow., We therefore
correct the figures by taking the relative
productive activity. Thus, for the year 1914
when prices were lower, the produvetion per
head worked out at £47.5 and in 1922 it
worked out at £57.4,

Hon, H. Stewart: What was it in 1919¢

Hon. H. SEDDON: It works out at £51.0.
Last year therc is an improvement shown in
the production per head. That is a matter
for congratulation, becanse it shows that peo-
ple arc waking up to the neecessity for in-
creased production and increased efficiency.
It is interesting to note at this point that the
wheat yield per acre varies but little. Last
¥ear it was considerably less than usual, while
thig year there is again an increase. By com-
parative statistics, which are the criterion of
true progress, we are able to judge the ad-
vancement of the State better than by means
of any other comparison. There are several
methods of economy and improved business
organisation which could be introduced in con-
nection with the Government departments.
Some of these have been tried in America and
have been found very effective, There they

" have gone into the way men work, and have
stndied questions of light, temperatiare and
ventilation, transport, rest and fatigue. They
have incurred considerable expenditure in
cffecting improvements aloug these lines and
they have found out the best conditions under
which men can work, The result has been a
considerable inerease in the output per head,
and the economies effccted by means of these
changea have mare than compensated for the
espenditure incurred. Then again they have
studied motion and the time taken by workers
on different jobs and the effect these things
have on the individual workers, Improve-
ments along these lines, tending in the diree-
tion of standardisation, have also been made,
with heneficial results. Dealing with the
Supply Bill, one point to he stressed is that
Government departments should be placed on
an up-to-date basis with adequate cquipment.
There is more progress to he made in the
direction of increased production and im-
proved efliciency by the installation of up-io-
date equipment and improved machinery than
¢an he achieved by any other means. By
attending to lhese matters we may increase
expenditure for the time being, nt the added
efficiency and the economics effected subse-
quently more than repay that expenditure.
There iz one department to which the Min-

ister referred specially in introducing tho
Bill—the Railway Department.  There is
ne Government depariment where it is more
necessary to take 2 broad view of its activities
than in that branch of the Government opera-
tions, Although economies have been cffected,
and eareful attention given to the question of
expendituve, theré is onme matter which will
have to be faced immediately if our railways
are to cope with the incréased traffic to be
expeeted from the additional settlement on
the land. T refer to the question of re-locat-
ing or regrading our railways. That is a
very important matter, It has heen suggested
that we should get more powerful engines,
and it has also heer proposed that we should
eleetrify our railways. Greater economies,
however, can be achiaved by regrading our
railways than by any other means. The rul-
ing grade on the railway line between Perth
and Northam is 1 in 40. That grade limits
the hauling power of our locomotives. Take
the smallest elass of engine on our railways—
the “G’’ class, Hon. members will be in-
terested to know that the haunling power of
that type of engine is only 105 toms, while
our most powerful engine——the ‘M’ class—
takes & load of 235 tons on the grade
quoted. If the grade were reduced to 1 in
300, the hauling power of the ‘“G’' class
engine would be increased from 105 tons to
500 tona and of the ‘“M’’ class engine, from
235 to 1,000 tons.

Hon. H. SEDDON: The American railways
had to face this position. There they found
that the engineering conditions, even in the
mountainous country, werc not so heavy as to

‘unduwly penalise the system by reason of the

expenditure incurred, The beneficial results
accreing were cxtraordinary. From time to
time it has been pointed out that we can
secure easier grades for our railways than
those in use at the present time. The ruling
grade between Brunswick and Collie is 1 in
40, To remedy this position and secure the re-
grading of onr railways is only a matter of
civil engineering and- eareful and thorough
surveying. Considering that our hills are
not at all high, the engineering diffieulties
should not be great and it should not be im-
possible to obtain far better grades than those
obtaining naw. When the Canadian-Northern
railway line was constructed, the grade was
fixed at 1 in 250, and even in the Rocky
Mountains there was only cne small portion
where the grade was 1 in 100, The advan-
tages that acerned from the improved grad-
ing, represented by reduced cost in operating
and low freights, more than compensated for
the expenditure on the low gradingr.  There are
no great engineering diffienltics in conneetion
with our railways throughout our whole sys-
tem, but merely matters of eareful surveying
and engineering, If this matter were at-
tended to there wounld be an enormous redue-
tion in working costs. When the world’s
markets return to their pre-war basis, there
will hbe a considerable reduction in the prices
obtainable for our wheat. In these circum-
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stances it will Le necessary to land our wheat
at the ports at the lowest possible cost to en-
able it to compete in the markets of the
world, 'W'o achieve this, our railways maust
he so equipped as to ecarry freight at the
lowest rates. The same thing applies to our
coal, whieh is the Tife-blood of our industries,
the basis of cheap power and a most valuable
industry. It should be delivered at the ports
at the cheapest possible figure so as to com-
pete with tiie higher grade coal obtainable
in other States. { commend to the Govern-
ment the desirability of considering the re-
grading of our railways so as to bring them
ttp to date, with a view to cffecting a redue-
tion in operating cbarges, and for the benefit
of the whole State. We must recognise that
Western Australia is a primary producing
eountry, and that being so, the best means
of increasing the prosperity of the State ia
to develop the primary industries, helping
those industries to become profitable and thus
indseing people to enter upon them. Suach a
course would be the hest immigration scheme
to be propouvunded. 1f we make our industries
attractive, people will rush into them. If,
however, people sge mothing but hardships,
all the inducements offered will fail, because
people will not participate in those industries.
T meantion these matters in Qiscussing this
Bill, because they are such that the Govern-
ment should consider in framing their Esti
mates. Then again, we must remember
that the new Commissioner in South Austra-
lia is introducing the latest methods, and
later on, when figures are produeed, we will
be foreed to take action, and we may be
forced to do so at a time when, owing to con-
gestion, it will represent much greater ex-
pense to the State and when it may
be most inconverient to do so, 1 support the
second reading of the Bill

Hon. A. LOVEEEN (Metropolitan) [3.37]: A
Supply Bill is a measure of first class import-
anee aud | do not know whether we are guitc
justified in proceeding to finish the debate at
one sitting. We are asked to vote £1,790,000 of
public moneys, and we have not had one word
of information as to how it is propesed to
expend that money. It is usually stated when
a Supply Bill is introduced, that the expen-
diture is to be on the same lines as the esti-
mates which have been submitted previously.
While that is quite good as regards some por-
tion of the funds which it is proposed to vote
to the Government—I refer to the payments
to ciril servants and such like expenditure—
it is scarcely the proper way to secure author-
ity to spend loan moneys. Incloded in ihe
sim asked for is £668,000 to be expended
from loan funds. What is that money to be
expended upon? Is Parliament not to know
how that £665,000 is to be expended? Again,
we are asked to votc £300,000 for the Treas-
urer’s advance aceount. The usual amount
voted for the year is £400,000, bui in this Bill
we are asked to vote £300,000 for two months’
Suppiy. If we are usnally asked for £400,000
for 12 months, why are we asked for author-
ity for £300,000 to last for two months? Why

is so much required for so short a period?
Such Bills, it seems to me, reduce Parliament,
more or less, fo a farce. We have a great
fuss made during the firet daya of the session,
when we arc told we musat pass the Supply
Bilt to give the Government the opportunity
of paying out. As a matter of fact, we know
that the Government are paying out all along
without any authority whatever. It is com-
mon knowledge that the Government are com-
mitted to an expenditure of £383,000 on the
provision of n water supply for Perth, They
have let a contraet for the censtruction of a
reservoir on Mt. Eliza which is to cost £62,-
000. The Government have no authority from
Parliament to construet sueh a reservoir;
neither have they any authorigntion to procure
such money. 1 do not inftend to move the
adjeurnment of the debate because, although
the Minister has given us a mass of figures,
he has given them without prejudice.

The Minister for Education: You can rely
on those figures absolutely, T stand by them.

Hon. A, LOVEKIN: Even so0, some
of the figures presented by the Min-
ister ¢can be challenged. I will not move
for the adjournment of the debate so
that T may traverse the whole of the Min-
ister’s figures. I will just take one or two
items and refer to them. I do not wisk to
detract from the work which the present Pre-
mier has been doing for Western Australia,
but the Leader of the House has tried to
cover up the inaceuracies in the Premier’s
previous Estimates. He tells ua that the
deficiency is more than it would have been,
by practically £112,000 made up of £32,000
under the Licensing Aect and £61,000 on
account of hospitals.

The Minister for Education:
nearer £114,000.

Hon, A, LOVEKIN : To be accurate,
it 13 £113,875. The Minister however
forgets to tell us that in previous years
the income taxes were payable in two moieties.
Last year there was no provision for the pay-
ment of a moiety in each six months, nnd the
Government received the taxes in a lump sum.
The resnlt is that when the finaneial year
ended on 30th June last, the Treasurer had
practically the whole of the year’s taxation
which gave him £102,0600 more than he would
have received under the previous moiety sys-
tem. That nearly wipes out the £113,000 by
which extent the Treaurer’s Estimates fell
short.

The Minister for Education: Not much dif-
ference.

Hon, A. LOVEKIX: The £102000 which
the Govermment would et have got under the
moiety system has heen received. A good deal
has been said about the wonderful progress
that has lately beem made by the railways,
but we must not forget that this year we
embarked upon the largest loan expenditure
unlertaken in any one year, and we all know
that the expenditure of loan funds is always
largely reflected in the railway returns. There
is considerable carriage of goods required in
connection with the works being constructed,
and in this way the railway revenuc gets a

The figure i3
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lift. We can easily inflate railway revenue
by methods of that description.

The Minister for Edueation:
continue.

Hon. A, LOVEEKIN: Of course, so long as
we continue to spend loan momey. If we
spend 10 millions next year, we will not know
our railways. Every officer in the department
will be able to get a handsome increase in
salary. The Minister referred to the Wynd-
ham Meat Works. The report of last year’s
scleet commitiee on that State underiaking
does not cast any reflection on either Mr. Me-
Ghie or Mr. Tipping, and there was no inten-
tion on the part of the commitfes to do se.
I was a member of that commitfee and we
were unanimous in the view that both Mr.
MecGhie and Mr. Tipping were very able offi-
cers and were doing the best they counld in
the cireumstances. What the commitiee com-
plained about was the works, which are an
impossible proposition. The Minister also re-
ferred to the Electricity Department and told
the Honse that this year a profit had been
made. It will be remembered that an in-
quiry into this coneern was held last year
and it was proved that the loss shown was
really not a loss, if the balance sheet was
analysed, beeause the works had taken a large
sum and placed it to the eredit of the ohaocles-
cence fund. The Electricity Department
has a large crodit balance at the Treasury,
out of which it has been making purchases,
and quite recently the department bought a
new unit, There i3 1o need to say anything
further at the present time, because I ecan do
no good even were I to attempt to throw out
the Bill. It is the usnal Bijll that comes for-
ward. We are reducing Parliament to a farce
hy voting a million and a quarter of money
without knowing on what it is to be expended,
except perhaps the salaries of civil servants.
T enter my protest; T do not know that T can
do anything more.

Question put and passed.

Bill read a second time.

That must

CHATRMAN OF COMMITTEES,
ELECTION.

The MINISTER FOR EDUCATION
(Hor., .J. Ewing—South-West) [5.50]) : I
move—

That the Hon. J. W, Kirwan do take the
Chair as Chairman of Commitices.

Question put and passed.

The MINTSTER FOR EDUCATION
(Hon. 7. Ewing—South-West) [5.52] : I
desire to offer you, Mr, Kirwan, my sincere
congratulations on your having been ap-
pointed to the important office of Chairman
of Committees. ANl the members of the
House will, I feel sure, agrce that you will
discharge the duties associated with the offiee
with eredit fo yourself and with advantage to
the House. 1 wish you a suceessful career
in the position vou have heen elected to fill.

[COUNCIL. |

Hon. A, LOVEKIN (Metropolitan) [5.53]:
I join the Minister in offering you, Mr. Chair-
man, my congratulations on your appoint-
ment. I feel surg that while you occupy that
position you will discharge the duties of the
office impartially and that you will interpret
the Standing Orders reasonably and intelli-
gently.

Hon. J. CORNELL (South) [5.54]: Per-
mit me also to offer yon my congratulations
on your elevation to the office of Chairman of
Committees. [ can assure you that if any
act of mine, or any assistance I can render,
will facilitate the carrying out of the fune-
tions of the office of Chairman, which fune-
tiona you are gso ably gqualified to perform,
I shail not -be found wanting. 1 feel confi-
dent that your early association with the
Federal Pariiament and the post of Deputy
Chairman of Committees which you filled in
the Senate, together with your long conmee-
tion with the Legislative Counecil of this
State, will enable you to discharge the duties
of your new office with satisfaction to your-
self and to the members of the Chamber.

Hon. J. W. KIRWAN (South) [5.55]: I
desire to express my appreciation and my
thanks to hon, members for the honour they
have done me in electing me to the position
of Chairman of Commiitees. I feel that I am
following a nimber of men who have set a
very high standard of efficiency in connecfion
with the position. My task in endeavouring
to emulate my predecessors has been rendered
gomewhat easy becavse I know that the mem-
bera of the Chamber are véry jealous of the
high reputaiion the Chamber has for good
order and for the business-like and prompt
way in which it gets through the work that is
placed before it. I shall endeavour, whilat
oceupying this position, to correctly interpret
the Standing Orders and to administer them
fairly, and it will be my endeavour to prove
that I am not uaworthy of the confidence hon,
members have reposed in me.

BILL—SUPPLY,
In Committee, ete.

Bill passed through Committee without de-
hute, reported without amendment, and the
repori adopted.

Read a third time and passed.

ADDRESS-IN-REPLY.
Third Day.
Debate resumed from the previous day.

Hon, J. MILLS (Cenfral) [5.58]: I first
desire to thank the Minister for making avail-
able certain papers, the produetion of which
T intended to move for. T appreciate very
mueh the Minister’s action in this direction.
My intention is to impress upon members the
importance of constructing the railway from
Pithara eastward., The advisory board ex-
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amined the country through which the sug-
gested line will pass, and in addition various
ofiicers have reported on that part of the
State. Yet, the position has not been ad-
vanced in the slightest dégree. There are a
number of peeople in that area and they have
been in occupation of their land for many
vears. Some cight or nine are established on
big properties, but those properties cannot be
made to pay hecause of the ahsence of trans-
port facilities. The sooner the (Government
cin be induced to construet this line, the
hetter it will he for the people coneerned and
the State generally, The whole of the coun-
try between the existing railway and the
rabbit-proof fenee has been applied for and
within the last 12 months thousands of aeres
on the other side of the rabbit-proof fence
have been sclected. A few wealthy people
whe have land in that part of the State are
21 miles from Lhe existing railway. They are
effecting some improvements but a great num-
ber of those who are there should he de-
pendent upon the Agricultural Bank. The
bank radius, however, is 1214 miles, and
therefore assistance cannot be given. The
country is really magnificent; I do not know
that T have ever secn any better. The Gov-
ernor’s Speech indicates that last year nine
railways were either constructed or were in
course of construetion, and that three others
were being investigated. Of the nine there
is not one of thém north of Watheroo. At
the same time there are two railways for
which members have been agitating for some
vears, the extension of the Ajana line to the
Surprise mine and the extension of the Yuna
line into the valley of the Greenough, and no
mention is made of them in the Speech. Evi-
dently there is no intention on the part of
the Government to do anything in connection
with these twe proposals. The fact that nine
railways are heing constructed and that three
others are being inquired into makes it obvi-
ous that the Government’s railway aectivities
wre confined to the south end of the State.
The Surprise mine iz ome of the best lead
mines we have ever had in Western Australia,
bnt the handling and carting charges for the
first 10 miles exceed the railway charges to
Fremantle. We desire an extension of the
Yuna railway for a distance of 12 or 15
miles into the valley of the Greenough River,
hut it is uscless for men to settle out there
until communication is provided. [ wish the
Premier would turn his attention to the es-
tetes in the Midland and up to Mullewa. Last
year I pointed out that there were 20 big
estates aggregating 200,000 acres, a great por-
tien of which consists of first-elass agrienl-
tural land held for the purpose of grazing
stock. Although the owners are not anxious
to get rid of their properties, if they were
approached in a fair way, I do not think one
of them would ohject to sell at a reasonable
price. At the present time the Government’s
activities are confined to the South-West, and
T am extremely sorry fhat the Premijer bas
practically set agide his work in the wheat
W1t. T know he has made available through
the Agricultufal Bank a lot of money for

clearing work, but he is concentrating his
activities in the South-West.

The Minister for Eduecation:
eover Dot

Hon. J, MILLS: I am afraid his affection
for the wheat belt i8 waning. This land in
the Midlard arcas should be developed. It
is magnificent land; it is already served by
railway; it has a good climate and sufficient
rainfall. Af the northern end is the port of
Geraldton, where harbour works costing
£4060,000 are in course of construction. WWhen
that harbour is completed we shall want to
justify its existence, and we hope to be able
to recapture some of our vanished trade. This
includes wool, aggregating about 35,000 bales
per anoum, which is sent to Perth to he sold.
The lead is sent 1o the metropolitan Hrea to
be smelted or shipped abroad. We want our
coalfield at Irwin developed. I heard the
replies given this afternoon to the guestions
asked by Mr. Moore. I do not think thers
is 2 man owning any part of the Irwin coal-
field who would not come tc reasonable terms
with the Government for the working of that
land. When the boring plant was on the
Irwin coalfield, the Government seemed to
he terrified lest some better coal might be
discovered and, notwithstanding the efforts
put forward by the members for the provimce
to prevent the party leaving, they went away
about 14 days after coal was discovered.
There is another matter with which I have
dealt on several occasions, namely the price
charged by the Government for land. Take
Mullewa as an example: Mallee land there is
clasgsed at 8s. to 9s. per acre, and yet 500
miles south, at Tsperance, the same price
obtains, Surely it is reasonable to believe
that in a district 500 miles nearer to the
Soutl Pole, the air must contain more mois-
ture and the conditions must be Dbetter for
cereal prowing, At Mullewa the dews dis-
appear after September, but in the southern
arcas there are dews until Christmas time, all
uf which assist plant life. Yet there is no
difference in the prices charged. The valuers
are told to consider the guality of the =oil
only, and to disregard the locality, its
proximity to railways, or the water supply.
Mo difference is made in the price. A lot of
the land at Mullewa is uwnsuitable for agri-
enlture, That distriet is a dittle too far north.
But the land is vseful for grazing. To pay
8s. per aere for land for grazing purposes,
however, is impossible. So *his land is lying
idle, whereas it might well be wused for
grazing areas.

Hen. J. W, Kirwan: What is the rainfali?¥

Hon. J. MILLS: About 12 inches. Some
time ago a select committee, which was afier-
wards econstituted a Royal Commission, was
appointed to inquire into the grievances of
soldier settlers, The Commission travelled
all round the State and, so far as I can leam,
there is not a single instance of a soldier
having got any tedress. As a matter of fact
the Commission appeared to me to be merely
a buffer between the Government and the
goldier settler. I do not wish to be unkind,
but I consider that the Commission should

His activities
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have heen eomposed of men who understood
farming conditions. I doubt whcther one
member of the Commission knows the differ-
ence between bearded wheat and skinless
barley, with the exception, perhaps, of Colonel
Denton, and it was probably their lack of
knowledge that entailed want of sympathy.
I know of one or twe soldiers who were dis-
satisfied and who presented their eases to the
Commission, and vet nothing was dene. I
did mot notice in the report of the Commis-
sion any reference to one particular man, but
I saw the remarks of Mr, McLarty, the Jast

witness to give evidence, and he exprossed the,

belief that the properfy in question was a
good and valuable une, that it was not over-
capitalised and no reduction should he made.
I have kpown this particular block since
childhood and, with all due respect to Mr.
MeLarty, whom I hold in high esteem, I say
he is wrong. 1 hope that next time a Com-
mission is appointed for similar work, it will
be eomposed of men who understand the posi-
tion. It is a grent yity that the soldiers did
not in the first place stand as a politieal
party. They could have looked after their
own inferests mueh better than anvone else
has dome it for them. But unfortunately
they were switehed on to parties of different
interests.

Hon. T. Moore: The trouble is they joined
the wrong party.

Hon, J, MILLS: Yes, too many of them
Joined the Labour Party.

Hon, T. Meore: They joined the *win-the-
war’’ party. Now they zre getting back.

Hon. J. MILLS: I do not think that we in
this State are doing too much for our soldiers.
Some months ago I read a Press telegram
which stated that the soidiers in Vietoria
were asking the Government to set aside a2l
interest charges in future, and the reply given
by the Minister for Lands, Mr, Oman, was
reported as follows:—

The plan under which soldiers had been
settled provided very liberal concessions of
money for the purpose of acquiring land
and making advances to the soldier settlers,
of whom there were 10,000 in Vietoria.
The average cost of that money—about
£18,700,000—was 6 per cent. and the State
Government lent it to the settlers at 5 per
cent,

Here they are charged 6 or 8l per cent.
Hon, C. F. Baxter: But the capitalisation
of their properties here is about one-fourth
of what it is in Victoria.
Hon, J. MILLS: The report econtinues—
That conecession represented  £180,000 a
year.
That amount, of course, was passed on to the
gencral taxpayer. There i3 no concession of
that kind in Western Australia.
Under the land settlement plan an average
period of ftwo years free of interest was
allewed. No more generous plan for allev-
iating their conditions was necessary. Mr.
Oman promised that cases of hardship
would be dealt with on their merits. He

aid not believe that the great majority

of soldier settlers stood for the repudiation

of their contracts.

The Minister for FEduecation:
that statement made?

Hon. J. MILLS: That is a telegram which
appeared in the **West Australian’’ bearin
the date ‘‘Melboarne, 20th February,’’
am exceedingly sovry that the Premier has
switehed on to the South-West so soon for
the reason that he has not completed his work
in the wheat belt., From my knowledge and
reading we have in dry areas at least 2,000
settlers, who have no permanent or reliable
water supplies, and these men are unable to
keep on their holdings stoek other than their
working horses. There is hardly a farmer
amongst them who could not kéep 500 sheep
—some of them eould ¢arry many more but
they would easily average 300—if they had
reliable water supplies. Two thousand farm-
ers with 500 sheep each would add a million
sheep to the Btate’s flocks, but owing to the
water diffieulty, it is impossible for the sheep
to be kept. The water difficulty is a very
hig one indeed, hut it should be tackled by
the Government, Had the Premier tackled it
before starting on the work in the South-
Woest, it would have heen betler both for him
and for the State, One way of enabling these
settlers to overcome their difficulties and meet
their Habilities is to provide them with stock,
but this is impossible until water supplics are
constructed. 1 hope the Premier will fake
this matter in hand and see whether water
caunot be provided for the settlers. .fust
out of Yalgeo, which is now in an agricul-
tural electorate, 250,000 to 300,000 gallons of
potable water is being pumped to waste daily.
This is not far from the wheat belt. If such
a stream of water is available at that place
there should be other streams which could be
turned to good account.

Hon. C. F. Baxter: At what depth is that?

Hon. J. MILLS: T think the mine iz 250
feet deep. Important as is the matter of
sapplying water and sheep, another necessary
thing is to sce that each farmer does his
work properly. The Premier lays down that
a2 man can farm 60O aeres per annum, namely,
fallow 300 and ecrop 300. That is all very
well in the Northam district, but in the back
country a man with a big family has fre-
quently to go to the siding to cart stores and
be may have to cart water on one or two days
a week during the early years of settlement.
Then again, his land is full of stomes, re-
snlting in frequent breakages of machinery
parts, and there are other disabilities with
which he has to contend. These disabilities
arc unknown in a centre like Northam, where
a2 man can turn on a tap to get water and
where carting can be done by confract. Tf
a settler does not crop 300 acres per annum
his living allowance is reduweed. If such a
settler were allowed to crop a smaller arca
and do it well, I think it would bhe possible
to increase the average yield by three or four
bushels per -aere and the LAB. would them

When was.
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be in a better pogzition than it is io-day.
These views I submit for the comsideration
of the Fremier. I suppert the maotion for
the adoption of the Address-in-reply.

On motion by Hon. H. Seddor, debate ad-
journed,

House adjourned at 6.15 p.m.

Negisiative Rssembly,

Wednesday, 1st August, 1923,
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Rallway, Waroona- Loke Gliiton 04
Agrlcultura) Coueges . 84
Address-in-reply, third 64

Bl : Supply (\To 1), £1 790 600 retarned 85

The STEAKER took the Chair at 4.30 p.m.,
and read prayvrs.

QUESTION—PREMIERS’
CONFERENCE.

Hon. W. C. ANGWIN asked the Premier:
Is it his intention to plice on the Table of
the House a copy of the minutes of the last
Premicrs’ conference?

The PREMIER replied: Yes.

QUESTION—PEXSIONERS’ RATES
EXEMPTION.

Hon, W, C. ANGWIX asked tRe Minister
for Works: Ts it his intention to introduce
this session an amending Bill to the Pen-
sioncrs’ Ratea Exemption Act, 1922, prohibit-
ing the charging of 5 per cent. interest on the
arrears of rates, ete., under the Act to invalid
and old age pensioners as now charged by the
Water and Sewerage Department?

The MINISTER FOR WORES replied:
It is not necessary to introduce an amending
Act. Interest will not be collected on rates
‘exempted under the Pensioners’ Rates Exemp-
tion Aect, 1922,

QUESTION—MIDLAND RAILWAY,
PURCHASE.

My, WILLCOCK asked the Premier: 1,
Have the negotintions in regard to the pur-
chase of the Midland Railway Company’s
and and railway been completed? 2, If so,
will he make a statement in regard to the
maiter? 3, If not, when will he be in a posi-
tion to make such statement?

The PREMIER replied: 1, XNo. 2,
Answered by No. 1. 3, Valuations have heen
received and are now being eonsidered.

QUESTION—ROAD-MAKIXG, FEDERAL
GRANT.

Mr. WILLCOCK agked the Minister for
Works: 1, What is the amount expected to
be received by this State from the Common-
wealth Govermtent for road-making pur-
poses? 2, What are the eonditions in connee-
tion with the payment of this amount? 3,
What methed of allgention amongst road
boards and municipalities is proposed in re-
gard to the distribution?

The MINISTER FOR WORES replied :
The matter is nt present the subject of
correspondence, and in due conrse the papers
will be inid on the Table of the House.

QUESTION—WATER SUTPPLTES, ERADU
AND GERAILDTON.

Mr. WILLCOCK asked the Minister for
Railways: 1, Since supplies have been regu-
larly utilised what is the average amount of
water taken by the Railway Department
weekly from the Wicherina reservoir at
Eradu? 2, What is the price per 1,000
gallons?. 3, What was the average amount
of water distilled by the distilling plant at
Geraldton per week during the tweive months
preceding 30th June, 19237 4, What was the
average cost per 1,000 gallons over that
period?

The MINISTER FOR RAILWAYS re-
plied: 1, 16,000 gallons per week for period
26th March to 30th JJune, 1923, 2, 5s. 3,
140,860 gallons. 4, Operating costs 9s. per
1,000, capital charges 1s. §%d. per 1,000;
total 10s. 8% d. per 1,000,

QUESTION—WATER METERS.

Mr. LUTEY asked the Minister for Works:

What is the cost per annum of repairing
am'l rep]acmg water meters in the Kalgoorlie
area? 2, What ainount of rent is received
yer anmnn for water meters in the Kalgoorlie
area? 3, What is ihe cost per annum of re-
pairing and replacing water meters in the
metropolitan area? 4, What amount of rent
is received for water meters in the metro-
politan area per annum?

The MINISTER FOR WORKS replied:
The question involves the preparation of a



